
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you ever wonder what rituals are observed when a Hindu dies? The answer is found in a sacred 

ceremony called Antyesti. Antyesti is the last of the rites, also referred to as the "last rites." These rituals 

are performed to assist the soul's departure from this world into the next in peace. In places such as 

Wandsworth, where many Hindu families reside, these traditions are still adhered to with reverence and 

absolute devotion. The article explains what Antyesti means and what happens during a Hindu Funeral 

in Wandsworth. 

 

Meaning of Antyesti 
 

Antyesti literally means "last sacrifice" in Sanskrit and is the last ceremony in a Hindu's life. Hindus look 

at life as an itinerary of the soul, and death is just another turn on this itinerary. An Antyesti ceremony 

helps to release the soul from the bondage of the flesh into its next life and, possibly, attain moksha. 

The rites may vary based on the state of the family from which the deceased came, but the overriding 

thematic motif is the spirit's release into peace. 

 

How Antyesti Is Performed 
 

The first step involves cleansing the body of the deceased and 

dressing it in fresh attire. The corpse is then laid on a wooden 

platform, covered with flowers, and brought by family and friends 

that would engage in prayer and chanting of selected mantras. Fire 

acts as a medium during the whole ceremony since the Hindus 

believe this cleanses the soul. Cremation is performed, with the 

ashes either disposed of in a holy river or retained in an urn. 

 

Role of Priest and Family 
 

The ceremony is headed by a Hindu priest, chanting the mantras and offering rituals for the departure of 

the soul. The funeral pyre is lit by the oldest son or the closest male relative of the deceased. This may 

happen at a crematorium in modern Hindu Funeral Wandsworth services. Members of the family end 

the ceremony by praying for the deceased soul and offering rice balls, water, and ghee. 
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Modern Antyesti In Wandsworth 
 

In Wandsworth, Hindu families usually contact local funeral 

services specializing in their customs. Such services arrange 

everything: acquiring a priest, reserving a crematorium, and all 

their needful preparations. Even though they may be distant from 

India, families in Wandsworth take care to hold on to their rich 

funeral traditions. Hindu Funeral Wandsworth services also 

promote environment-friendly cremations, which means families 

can blend traditional practices with modern necessities. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Antyesti is not just a farewell. It is a sacred link between this life and the next. It brings the family 

hopeful closure. With love and dedication, Hindu families in Wandsworth continue this ancient and 

honored practice. 

 

Want to have a Hindu Funeral in Wandsworth? Are you looking for local and trusted funeral directors in 

Middlesex? Contact our helpful team today on 020 8909 3737. Our team of dedicated professionals is 

available to assist you in making the funeral arrangements for your loved ones. Send us an email at 

asianfuneralservice@outlook.com and visit our website it is asianfuneralservice.com. 
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